
Green Homes Voucher Scheme 

 

The government has recently announced a new scheme to help people reduce the carbon footprint 

of their home with grants of up to £5,000, though you have to find a third of the cost yourself, but 

be quick about it as the money has to be spent before the end of March and it may run out even 

before then.  (If you receive certain benefits it will pay for 100% of the cost up to £10,000.) 

 

The grant can help to pay for most types of insulation, such as solid or cavity walls, floors, loft and 

roof insulation, as well as low carbon heating systems, such as heat pumps, biomass boilers and 

solar hot water.  You can also add a secondary measure such as better heating or hot water controls 

and better windows and doors.  Just realise that even though the scheme does not expect home 

owners to provide an energy performance certificate, if you want to fit low carbon heating, the 

contractor is required to assess if the type you want is suitable for your property as you need a well 

insulated home for heat pumps. 

 

The full information is available at www.gov.uk/guidance/apply-for-the-green-homes-grant-scheme.  

We would also recommend you read the excellent guide written by the Carbon Co-op which will 

help you with your choices at carbon.coop/2020/09/governments-green-home-grants-scheme. 

 

The way the system works is:  

1. You decide what you are proposing and find up to three companies to quote for the work. 

They must be accredited for the scheme and also for the type of work you want doing.  They 

can’t be friends or family and you can’t do it yourself. 

2. Once you have chosen a quote you apply for a voucher at https://www.gov.uk/apply-green-

homes-grant.  The online form doesn’t look too bad, and I don’t think there is a printed 

version. 

3. If you are lucky you will get your voucher in November.  Take it to your chosen contractor. 

He can’t start until you have received the voucher and the work must be completed within 3 

months of the issue of the voucher, or the end of March which ever comes first.  You can ask 

for an extension but it may not be granted especially if they have run out of money as looks 

likely. 

4. The contractor is entitled to ask for a deposit which can’t be more than any money you are 

paying towards the project. 

5. You will need any documentation, the invoice, and have paid your part of the cost in order to 

redeem the voucher when the money will be paid directly to the installer. 

 

MESS does not endorse any companies although we may be able to tell you of companies we have 

used recently, or ones who can do the work, but it will be up to you to choose a contractor for 

yourself.  Getting three quotes and talking to the people who come and look at your property can 

often help you better understand you choices as they will all have different viewpoints. 

Please contact us if you want any more help or advice. 
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